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light, and all the processes of absorption, transpiratior are, on the one hand, subservient to the life and pros of the plant, while, on the other hand, they are mechanical reactions to stimuli.
Seeing that a single action may thus be at the sami both purposive and mechanical, it is plain that the] be no antithesis between the two; but that the diff between purpose and blind mechanism arises simply fro point of view, and not from any difference of obj character. Purposive reactions are not different mechanical reactions, but they are mechanical reacti< a certain kind. Not all mechanical reactions are purj but all purposive reactions are mechanical; and it re to determine what mechanical actions may be coi described as purposive, and what are simply blinc meaningless.
The distinction is entirely one of convention. I represented all events in the light of a redistributi matter and energy under fixed mechanical laws. C particular phases in this redistribution, certain part collocations of the evolving matter and energy, happ possess for us a very special interest, and we watch peculiar attention the material developments and antec< which give rise to those particular collocations that cc us. Of such collocations, the most enthralling is the tenance of that moving equilibrium which we call the ] an organism. This equilibrium is due to a successi stimuli from without, met by "adapted" reactions o part of the organism; and it is to that particular it< the universal mechanism called an adapted organic rea that we apply the name of purpose.
The material origin of all purposive reactions wou adequately explained by the theory of Natural Sele< We must suppose that, at the origin of life, the prii little speck of organic matter would respond in haphazard kind of way to the stimuli affecting it